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CC Connections

Recently, a parishioner 
enthusiastically greeted a masked 
woman who is a regular visitor to 
Corpus Christi as she entered church for 
Mass.

“Cathy! It’s so good to see you. I’ve 
been meaning to ask how your mother is 
doing.”

The woman looked confused.
“I’m not Cathy,” she said.
There’s no doubt that the pandemic 

has changed our social 
lives. It has also affected 
our spiritual lives, 
whether we realize it or 
not. We asked a few 
parishioners to share how 
that is true for them.

Linda Walzak said 
she discovered she 
needed God more, and 

found herself praying 
more. 
  Leslie Cross, who was a 
choir member, said she 
misses singing at Mass 
and looks forward to 
things returning to 

normal.
“Russ 
(her 
husband) 

and I pray the bishop’s 
prayer for deliverance 
from Covid,” she said. 
(That prayer can be 
found on page 2 in this 
newsletter.)

Russ Cross said he 
thinks the pandemic has deepened his 
spiritual life somewhat. 

“I have continued to attend Mass as 
soon as it became available again. I very 
much believe that our health can only 
benefit from receiving the Lord in the 
Eucharist. Added to the future vaccine it 
is the best chance we have,” he said. 

“Initially it was Mass that I missed, 
now it is the choir, the sign of peace, and 
the larger numbers at Mass. Of course, I 
understand the reasons these things are 
not present but I look forward to their 
return. I miss seeing everyone's faces 
and especially smiles. 

“ I think I have gained some courage. 
Initially I was quite afraid of the virus, 
and I still respect what it can do, but I 
can truthfully say that the fear is gone. I 
believe that God is sovereign over my 
life. If I remain healthy I still have work 
to do. 

“Some things I do differently. Like 
everyone else, I wear a stupid mask 
almost everywhere and always indoors 
in public.  I think I pray more, and 
appreciate everyday things more. Who 
would have thought everyday normal 
life would seem so exotic? I can't wait 
for it to return.”

For Jean Klansky, 
it’s the restricted 
funerals, and the missed 
opportunities for final 
goodbyes.

“A friend died and I 
missed being able to 
go,” she said. “I had 
just talked with them a 
few days before, and 
felt the need to share 
the funeral Mass.”

She confessed that for another funeral, 
she called the family and asked if she 

could be “honorary family” so she could 
attend the funeral.

Greg Stephan, who lectors at Sunday 
Masses and acts as altar server at the 
Friday Mass, said he misses the 
volunteer work he once did.

“I’m retired now, 
and I have time,” he 
said. “So since I can’t 
volunteer, I find 
myself praying more, 
both at home and 
during my walks in the 
park.”

Dianne Zirbel 
doesn’t have access to 
internet, and so doesn’t 

have 
the social networking 
capabilities to stay in 
touch.
  “I send more cards,” 
she said. It’s her way of 
reaching out to others 
in a time when so many 
feel isolated.
  Like others, George 

Sawyn misses the 
handshake of peace. 
Plus, “I find there 
are an awful lot 
more people to pray 
for,” he said. “And I 
now attend Mass 
behind a video 
camera every single 
weekend.”
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Parish Council Notes
Everybody has their concerns about keeping a sense of 

normalcy during this ridiculously bizarre moment in history. The 
hardest part for most is probably the decision about whether to 
keep distant from families in order to help prevent the spread of the 
virus, especially with the approaching holidays. Some decide to 
chance it, some reluctantly resign themselves to Facetime visits, and 
all hope their decisions are good ones.

That’s true for a parish family, too. Many of us have come to 
recognize our hunger for the Eucharist and to a deeper appreciation 
for the Mass and for our gathering together to worship, now that 
such things are restricted. Just as with our own families, some 
chance coming to Mass now that we can, some prefer the safety 
of an online Mass, despite its isolation.

Your parish council, like everything else, has been affected. 
Although we’re just an advisory body to the pastor, our job is to 
tend to the same things families do--maintenance of our 
surroundings, ways to gather to grow our parish relationships 

through social activities, how best to finance our own needs and 
reach out to the community also.

We debated about whether to zoom our meetings or eliminate 
them altogether, we put ourselves at the disposal of Fr. Ryan when 
we could help individually, we donned our masks and distanced 
ourselves when meetings finally did resume. It was the result of a 
discussion at a parish council meeting that we could offer last 
month’s drive-through chicken dinner.

And all of us worry for our parish family that some will grow 
content with the distancing and won’t return when things get back 
to normal. That would be a tragedy, for them personally, and for us 
as a body that needs all of its parts.

So, let’s all pray for each other, step up when we’re asked to 
help, and put our heartfelt trust in God and his plans for us!

--Monica Sawyn
Parish Council secretary

  Carol Allen said she calls people more 
often, staying in touch with family and 
friends that she no 
longer sees in social 
situations, or even at 
Mass.
  Gina Cross used to 
attend Monday 
afternoon Mass, and 
misses that opportunity. 
But at Sunday Mass, 
she misses saying hi to 
everyone and 
interacting with her 
parish family. 
  For Mary Tlachac, 
reciting the prayer to St. Joseph provided by 
the bishop during this diocesan “year of St. 
Joseph” has been helpful.
  “I also miss the social part,” she said, 
which includes getting 
together with friends, and 

visiting with other parish after Mass.
  Sharing with his parish family is what 

Tim Wick misses most.
  “I still feel as connected to God as 

before but I miss the sharing of that 
connection with fellow parishioners and 
choir members,” he said. “I have gained a 
greater appreciation for personal connection 
to God. No more choral singing but I 
recently decided to step up as a lector.”

Brian Fogarty said several things changed for him.
“When this first hit in March and I could not attend Mass, 

my personal prayer at home increased quite a bit.  I turned to 
my Catholic Devotional book and prayed the Rosary daily, in 
addition to other prayers, some familiar to me and some not. 
Before the pandemic, I usually prayed each day, but these 
were usually spontaneous prayers,  thanking God for 
blessings, asking God for help, praying that I was doing His 
will. Reciting "precomposed" prayers on a regular basis was 
new for me, but I thought I should do something better 
spiritually to make something good come from this pandemic. 

  “Now, I go to confession more 
frequently. That is a good thing, 
something I've consciously made myself 
do.  I've also tried to pray for more 
people, whether I know them well or not 
at all.  I had a parishioner tell me she 
prays for me and my family everyday 
and that really meant a lot to me, 
knowing that there is someone out there 
praying for me. So, I'm trying to do the 
same.  My siblings and my parents live 
far away, so I have also tried to be much 
better about getting in touch with them.
  “Now, I must confess, as summer/fall 

arrived, time wore on,  and things began to reopen, I was (and 
still am not) where I was in March and April as far as praying.   
I’m aware that it’s something I need to work harder at it.”
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The drive-through chicken dinner has 
long been digested, but kudos are deserved 
by those who thought up the idea and 
volunteered to cook and to serve, even on a 
very rainy day. Thanks to you, we found a 
way around the pandemic to enjoy a parish 
activity. They gave out 160 dinners in 40 

minutes.

  • Last month was the grounds 
cleanup day. Three members of the 
buildings and grounds committee and 
one volunteer showed up to. Shrubs and 
branches were trimmed and bricks in 

the lawn were removed. Your work is appreciated!

A contract has been approved for 
snow removal with Peninsula Property 
Services. With winter approaching, it’s 
good to know we’ll be able to park and 
get in to Mass safely.

Early next year, ushers will meet to 
discuss security. Please attend this important meeting.

  • The prayer and reflection garden has 
been put to bed for the winter, after providing 
beautiful surroundings for those who chose to 
visit and linger. Palms, fountains and statuary 
have been moved indoors, water has been 

shut off, and the garden gate will be closed.

Eagle Mechanical paid us a visit to check on the heating 
system in the church, which had been shutting down because of 
water pressure issues.

  • Now that the dispensation for attending Mass 
was reinstated, weekend Mass attendance has 
gone down from an average of 300, to 200. 
Masks and enforced distancing are strictly 
maintained. 

  • Our Masses continue to 
be videoed on Saturdays 

and posted online at our web site, 
ccparish.net.

A sparsely attended annual meeting on November 10 
revealed some good news for the parish: thanks to some 

unexpected generosity, 
our finances are in pretty 
good shape, considering 
the drop in Mass 
attendance because of 
the pandemic.
Income from things like 
stipends, stole fees and 
votive lights are down a 
third from last year (July 
1 through June 30). Most 
of those losses are 
because of the Masses 
that couldn’t be 

celebrated.
However, some special unrestricted donations to the parish, 

amounting to $70, 922, made up for the losses, so that the total 

income from July 1, 2019, through June 30, 2020, was 
$532,534 as compared to last year’s $521,731.

Total expenses dipped a bit, but not significantly, liabilities 
and assets, which are endowment funds managed by the 
diocese, dipped a slight amount, but total liabilities and equity 
saw an insignificant rise from last year, $3,871,702, as 
compared to $3,858,764.

“We’re in good, short-term shape,” according to Randy 
Nesbitt of the finance council. “It’s good to have a little 
cushion when the economy is tight.”

In a letter that was included with the financial report, made 
available to those who attended the meeting, Fr. Ryan 
expressed his gratitude for any ways people have been able to 
support our parish, “whether through financial support, service 
or prayer.”

“I appreciate it and I know Our Lord does,” he wrote. “With 
His help and our continued commitment to Him and to each 
other, Corpus Christi will continue to be a refuge and a place 
of peace in our oftentimes weary world.”

Parish finances holding their own

What’s new?

Don’t be left out!
Sign up for Flocknote, which delivers last minute 

announcements and reminders as email or texts. Go to 
ccparish.net and click on the Flocknote icon.
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By the time this newsletter lands in your mailbox, Advent will 
have begun. As we’ve pointed out before, that’s the start of the 
Church’s new liturgical year, when we go back to the beginning 
of Salvation’s story and move forward to the glorious ending 
with the feast of Christ the King, which we 
just celebrated on Nov. 22.

Advent is a time when we talk of the 
“three comings” of Jesus: in the stable at 
Bethlehem, into our own hearts, and at the 
end of time. We’re pretty good at the first 
one, even if it may get bogged down with 
too much activity, too many presents, too 
many “trappings” that we don’t really need.

And the third coming seems so far away 
we, rightly perhaps, think more of his 
personal coming at our own death--if we 

think of that sort of thing at all.
But if we think about his coming 
into our own hearts, if we put some 
effort into inviting him to dwell 
within us so we can get to know 
him better, not just as a historical 
figure, but as Someone who loves 
us dearly and wants our love in 
return, then we’ll appreciate that 
Christmas story so much more, and 
we’ll be so much more ready for 
his return someday.
Thank goodness, the Church 
provides all kinds of ways for us to 
learn how to draw closer to Jesus, 
and to walk with him every day just 

as truly as his apostles did. The first and best way is to remove 
any obstacles to his presence that we may have in our hearts. 
That’s where the Sacrament of Reconciliation--confession--
comes in.

That sacrament is always offered at Corpus Christi on 
Saturdays before the evening Mass, and on the first Friday of the 
month before that weekday Mass. But during Advent, special 
penance services are often held, where people gather for prayer, 
Scripture readings, reflection, adoration of the exposed Blessed 
Sacrament, an examination of conscience, and absolution after 
private confession of sins.

This year, those penances services will be offered at Corpus 
Christi on Dec. 3 and 15, 6:30-8pm, and at Holy Name of Mary 
in Maplewood Dec. 9 and 22, 6:30-8pm, with both Fr. Ryan and 
Fr. Tony Birdsall hearing confessions. You can find information 
about that in the bulletin inserts from Nov. 21-22 and 28-29, 
which are available online at ccparish.net.

If you want some things to jump start your prayer life and help 
you prepare for Christmas, watch for the bulletin inserts each of 
the four Sundays of Advent, provided through Our Sunday 
Visitor. Those also can be found online. Just click ccparish.net, 
then click bulletin, choose the date, and scroll to the inserts.

Although we hear Scripture readings every Advent Sunday 
that talk about the coming of Christ, we miss a lot if we let it 
stop there. Start a new habit. Check the bulletin each week, 
where you’ll find the daily Scripture readings listed. Pick up 

your Bible, check them out, and get “the rest of the story.” Set 
aside a few minutes each day and invited Jesus to sit with you as 
you read His words.

If the Gospels sometimes leave you with questions, you can 
sign up for daily Gospel commentary from 
Bishop Robert Barron at https://
dailycatholicgospel.com/sign-up-daily-
gospel.
Last of all, if you have a Catholic calendar, 
notice the various feasts listed during 
Advent--for people like St. Lucy, St. 
Nicholas, Our Lady of Guadalupe, St. Juan 
Diego, St. Thomas Becket, the Holy 
Innocents of Bethlehem, the Holy Family. 
Go online and read about them, celebrate 
their lives with your children, 

grandchildren, or just your spouse.
Advent is a great time to not only prepare better for Christmas, 

but to learn to love Jesus more. He already loves you more than 
you can know!

Connecting
with

the liturgy

The Coronavirus

In the Name of Jesus,
And by His Most Precious Blood,
With your oceans of Mercy, Lord,
By the power of the Holy Spirit,

COVID-19 and any other forms of infectious diseases,
I order you to be

Disabled,
Discharged,

And defeated!
Take your hands off of me,

My family,
My property,
My finances,

My work,
My parish,
My Church,

My community, 
My state,

My country,
and the world!

You, COVID-19 and all other infectious diseases,
Are hereby disabled, discharged, and defeated,

In the Holy Name of Jesus,
By His Most Precious Blood,

By the overflowing Mercy of God’s love,
And by the power of the Holy Spirit!

Amen and Amen!

By Bishop David L. Ricken

Advent--A journey with Jesus, to Jesus

https://dailycatholicgospel.com/sign-up-daily-gospel
https://dailycatholicgospel.com/sign-up-daily-gospel
https://dailycatholicgospel.com/sign-up-daily-gospel
https://dailycatholicgospel.com/sign-up-daily-gospel
https://dailycatholicgospel.com/sign-up-daily-gospel
https://dailycatholicgospel.com/sign-up-daily-gospel
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Ask Fr. Ryan

Q: Can more than one person request a Mass intention for any given Mass?

A: The answer is yes, as long as it's OK with the other party(ies).  And it wouldn't be like the grace from that Mass 
is then split between the different intentions.  The best way I've heard this described is to picture a fountain of 
perpetually bubbling water that represents grace flowing out of the Mass.  A Mass intention is like taking a cup, 
filling it with the water, and giving it to particular person.  We can do that as many times as we want from a 
fountain that will never dry up! 

(If you have a question for Fr. Ryan, email him at fr.ryankrueger@yahoo.com.  Or mail your question to 25 N. Elgin, Sturgeon Bay, WI 
54235.)

CC CameraConnections

Parishioners have been gathering each Tuesday to pray the 
rosary for our country and for personal intentions. They 
moved from Sunset Park to the reflection garden, and 
finally to the church vestibule. Bring a chair and pray 
along!

Left, following 
tradi t ion, the 
names of parish 
deceased from 
the past year 
were honored 
on a scroll in 
front of church. 
R i g h t , S t . 
J o s e p h 
Cemetery is a 
good place to 
walk and pray 
for the souls in 
Purgatory.

Below, during this diocesan Year of St. 
Joseph, the foster-father of Jesus 
continues to be honored in a special 
way in our parish. A vigil light burns 
before his image with Jesus, on a table 
with books about him to check out.

Right, Dcn. Mark, Fr. Ryan and Fr. Tony are the 
Saturday evening Mass regulars whom people 
can see in person, or on the video posted on 
the website each weekend for those who can’t 
make it to Mass. Those who come to Mass 
wear masks, separate themselves in the pews, 
and distance themselves even in the 
Communion line. It’s a new way of life we pray 
will soon be a thing of the past so this page 
can once again feature people in parish 
activities.

mailto:fr.ryankrueger@yahoo.com
mailto:fr.ryankrueger@yahoo.com
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